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Molly Lipsher grew up in West Haven, Connecticut, and has lived in Ithaca, New York; Cambridge, Massachusetts, and Manhattan. She attended Bard College, University of Connecticut, Cornell and Harvard, where she earned a master’s degree in Landscape Architecture. 

Molly has hitchhiked across North Africa, and lived for months on a beach in Marrakech, Morocco, and in Corfu, Greece. Her jobs have included working the counter in Kentucky Fried Chicken, selling magazine subscriptions, counting nematodes, studying the infection characteristics of measles, selecting the location for General Motor’s Saturn plant, designing playgrounds, and managing construction.

She has been a professor at Pratt Institute, Marymount College and Truro College, and taught English as a Second Language at New York Institute for New Americans. She founded a real estate consulting company in New York, which she ran for 21 years. In April 2004, she moved to Encinitas, California, where she continues to paint, and write award winning poetry. She currently teaches pastel landscape painting in private workshops, and at the La Jolla Athenaeum School of Art.

Artist Statement: I work in pastel as a plein air painter, a style of landscape painting that is primarily completed on location, outdoors. I believe places have a perceptible soul. In my paintings, I attempt to interpret this “soul”, the elusive convergence of light, location and time, that makes each place and moment unique. It is this aspect of place, however unattainable and impossible to duplicate in art, that continues to inspire me as an artist.

I use the medium of pastel, because it allows for a fresh and spontaneous application that is so relevant for plein air painting. There is no mixing or drying, so the pigment remains the same brilliant color and high saturation as on the day the paint is applied. When conditions are shifting quickly, I can work by laying in large areas of the painting with the broad side of the pastel stick, allowing a fast and immediate responsiveness to the ever changing conditions of light and shadow, and the pastels are easily transportable for venturing off the beaten path.

Schmincke brand pastels are my primary resource, supplemented with Terry Ludwig, Unison, and Rembrandt. I work typically on Kitty Wallis paper, which is an archival heavy grade sanded paper. I work outdoors, with only about the last 5% of my paintings finished in the studio. I typically work in a size of 12 by 18 inches, or 12 by 24 inches.

Styles: My work is contemporary California landscape painting, with the use of loose strokes and a colorful palate, an approach between abstraction and impressionism. My works can be purchased framed or unframed, and as Giclee prints.

Memberships: California Art Club, Pastel Society of America, Pastel Society of San Diego, Pastel Society of the West Coast, Laguna Plein Air Painters Association, La Jolla Art Association, and San Dieguito Environmental Painters.

Awards & Exhibits: 

· Molly has exhibited her work at Spring Studio in New York, The Village Gallery in La Jolla, and Delphine Gallery in Santa Barbara. 

· She has won plein air awards at Point Loma Plein Air Festival, and has won performance awards for her poetry at The Bowery Poetry Club in Manhattan. Many of her poems are written as companion pieces to her paintings. 

Website: www.SanDiegoScenes.com www.MollyLipsher.com      

